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During the 1997 Legislative Session for the state of Idaho, Senate Bill N0.1239 added a
new section to the ldaho Code. Section 67-2350, ldaho Code, titled: Snow Removal
Responsibilities, allows for the Local Highway Jurisdictions to keep a list of persons or
entities, that are interested in providing snow removal on private roads, as a source of
information for the public. This is not required, but you may keep the list if you wish.
The list is to be given out to interested citizens on a rotating basis. The new section
further allows that if no private persons are available for the snow removal, a city,
county, or highway district may provide the service, and they may require
reimbursement for snow removal activity. A copy of Senate Bill No. 1239 is shown at
the end of this Guideline.

The Local Highway Technical Assistance Council, (LHTAC) has developed the attached
Snow Removal Vendors List form for your use in keeping track of, and making
available, a list of vendors for this purpose.

It is suggested that in early October a public notice be placed in the newspaper of local
circulation, calling for individuals wishing to participate in this program to submit their
names, telephone numbers, and equipment as shown on the form, so that their name
can be given out as a reference by the Local Highway Jurisdiction. It is important, we
believe, to make sure when giving out the names, that no recommendation preference
is given for any one of the companies doing the work. Because of the nature of the
operation, the public should be encouraged to enter into a written agreement with the
vendor, to cover such things as Workman'’s Compensation Insurance, Liability
Insurance, etc.

If no companies or individuals are interested in providing a snow removal service, then
the Local Highway Jurisdiction has the option of providing that service to the public.
There is no requirement that this service be provided, but the new section allows you to
provide it if you so choose. The new section is also specific in stating that you may
require reimbursement for your services, but it does not require that you be reimbursed.
We believe this leaves open the possibility for the Local Highway Jurisdictions to
provide a free service to severely disabled or handicapped individuals that need
emergency access to hospitals, ambulances, and other emergency vehicles.

If your Local Highway Jurisdiction decides to provide a snow removal service because
of lack of interest by the private Industry, it is recommended that you enter into an
agreement with the property owners, to relieve you of any liability, and to hold your
jurisdiction harmless from any claims arising out of the snow removal operation.





Because of the new nature of this activity, LHTAC would be most interested in your
experiences, after the first year or so, of dealing with this legislation. If there needs to
be modifications to the legislation, as it presently exists, under 867-2350, Idaho Code,
please advise us and we will see if we can assist in that endeavor. We, of course,
would like to hear of both positive and negative experiences relating to this new section.

An adjacent state’s experience may be of interest:

The Teton County Montana Road Department was encountering a problem of having to
plow snow after hours for an emergency ambulance. In many instances, there were
repeat type calls, someone with a lingering medical problem, whereby they knew the
ambulance would have to go at anytime in severe winter weather. Most times the
county road would be in good winter travel condition however, the road into the farm or
ranch was impassable. Teton County Road Supervisor, Tom Hardin, came up with a
solution whereby people with medical problems, and disabilities in the county were
identified. The program called, “Operation Snowflake” came into being. Operation
Snowflake is a program where the Teton County Road Department removes snow from
private roads outside the incorporated towns, to enable handicapped and persons with
medical problems, to enter the county road system and easy access for an ambulance
on an emergency run. Grader operators and snow-plow truck drivers will clean these
roads as they clean snow from the county roads. This will save time in the event of an
emergency and reduce after work hour snow plowing.

A small green sign with a snowflake decal is erected at the private road, upon request
and submitting of proof that the service is essential or necessary. The people who are
interested in applying for this special program, must apply to the state of Montana
Special Parking Permit Division, and be certified as a physically handicapped person.
In Idaho, these permits are obtained from the Idaho Transportation Department,
through your County vehicle licensing office.

Supervisor Hardin says, that the program is very cost effective, as county crews have
reduced the need for overtime hours, during snow plowing, for emergencies. Most
snow plowing is carried out during the work day, except in very severe winter
conditions, such as, blowing and drifting snow.
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SNOW REMOVAL VENDORS LIST

LOCAL HIGHWAY JURISDICTION
AVAILABLE DATE; OCTOBER, 19 THUR MAY, 19

Give out names on a rotating basis - 867-2350, Idaho Code.

Vendor Name Telephone # Cellular Pager # Type of Date Given
and Address Phone # Equipment to Public

NOTE: When giving out names of Vendors, do not make any claim as to the quality or timeliness of service. Encourage the home
owner to get a written contract with the vendor.
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