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Bridge Funding - Overview

 Federal-aid

 State

 Grants

 Local money



Why are bridges so expensive?
• House in Idaho $150 - $300 / SF

• Bridge in Idaho $200 - $350 / SF

• Bridge built stronger with reinforced concrete & 
steel

• Bridge has 75-year design life with less 
maintenance

• Bridge design is more expensive (20% or more of 
construction cost)

• Other?



Rising Material Cost
Concrete (Class 40A)

1-year 24% 

5-Year 7%

Rebar

1-Year 23%

Steel

5-Year 70%



Federal-aid Funding
• 2021 IIJA (Infrastructure Investment Jobs Act) 

• $225M ($45M / year) for bridges

• Required 15% to off-system

• LHTAC administrators federal-aid money to LHJs

• LHTAC bridge applications typically open in September

Off-System Bridge Program $6,750,000

Local Bridge Program $6,750,000

Local/Off-System Bridge 
Inspection $2,250,000

Total $15,750,000



Federal-aid Funding

Local Bridge

• Functional classification 
collector or Above

• 7.34% match

Off-System Bridge

• Functional classification below 
a collector

• No match with IIJA



State Funding
Local Rural Highway Investment Program (LRHIP)

• Exchange federal-aid rural for ITD State Funds

• Max $100,000

• Road and bridge work

• Applications open in September

• Construction / Fed-aid Match / Transportation 
Plan

• Emergency LRHIP



State Funding
Leading Idaho Local Bridge (LILB) Program

• $200M from State Surplus

• Poor and posted bridges are eligible

• LHTAC is program administrator 

• Applications open until June 8th



Other Grants
• LHTAC always looking for and applying for federal grants

• AID, STIC, CHBP

• Federal Lands Access Program (FLAP)

• IIJA Grants

• RAISE

• INFRA

• Rural Surface

• ITD Freight

• Economic Development Grants



Local Money

• Highway Distribution Account
• Idaho Surplus $80M
• Distribution starting in July

• Local forces
• Team with other LHJs
• GRS-IBS Bridge abutments
• Prefabricated bridges

• Plan and save
• Asset management plans



Funding Opportunities

QUESTIONS?
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