
Local Highway Technical Assistance Council 
3330 Grace Street, Boise, Idaho 83703     208-344-0565 
Virtual Meeting: Contact Nancy Ziebarth for the TEAMS link 

Meeting room is accessible for persons with disabilities.  If special accommodations to attend are required, please contact LHTAC. 

 
Date: Thursday, August 14, 2025 
Time: 9:30 a.m. (Mountain Time)  
 

VIRTUAL COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
 

 Agenda Items  Presenter 

 Call to Order  Chair 

 Critical Findings Local Bridge Repairs *Action Scott Wood 

 Whitebird Highway District Leading Idaho Local Bridge 
Program Request 

*Action Scott Wood 

 Adjourn   
 

 

 

Disclaimer: 

*These items will only be voted on by the Executive Board Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This agenda is subject to change in accordance with the provisions of the Idaho Open Meeting Law. Items may be addressed in a different order 
than appear on this agenda. Individual items may be moved from one place on the agenda to another by the Council.  



LHTAC COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
August 14, 2025 

 

Agenda Item: Critical Findings Local Bridge Repairs 
Presenter:      Scott Wood  
Overview:        
 
LHTAC and the Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) Bridge section have 
been coordinating repairs and responses to critical findings from bridge 
inspections that require immediate attention in repairing or closing traffic to 
local bridges. While LHTAC has been able to work with ITD Bridge and local 
highway jurisdictions to find acceptable solutions on the most recent critical 
findings, LHTAC and ITD have seen an increase in critical findings over the 
past several years on the Local System and further anticipate findings to 
increase due to the aging of the local bridges. 

To be prepared for quick responses to critical findings on local bridges, 
LHTAC and ITD Bridge created a project in the Local Bridge Program for 
critical bridge repairs. As needed, LHTAC and ITD Bridge will conduct repairs 
on local bridges to minimize impacts to traffic. LHTAC will initially fund this 
project by transferring $10,000 from KN 22593 S. 4th Ave, Indian Creek 
Bridge, Caldwell to the new project. The S. 4th Ave, Indian Creek Bridge, 
Caldwell project is in closeout with funds available to transfer. LHTAC will also 
be able to transfer funds as they become available at later dates as 
inspections reveal critical findings that need to be addressed or seek 
additional funds through redistribution. 

The project will cover expenses for local sponsors to procure a contractor for 
repairs, purchase materials for self-performed repairs, compensate LHTAC 
for staff hours dedicated to local bridge repairs, and for other necessary 
eligible expenses to keep local bridges open to traffic. 

 

 

Recommendation: For Council review. 



LHTAC COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
August 14, 2025 

 

Agenda Item: Whitebird Highway District Leading Idaho Local Bridge      
Program Request  

Presenter:       Scott Wood  
Overview:        
 
On August 4, 2025, the Whitebird Highway District (WBHD) received 
notification of a critical finding concerning Bridge Key 29230, Skookumchuck 
Road over N.F Scookumchuck Creek. Due to the severity of the damage, it 
was determined that the bridge could not safely carry vehicle loads and 
should be immediately closed. Prior to this most recent inspection, the bridge 
was posted for load restrictions and was in fair condition.   

Recognizing the urgency of this critical finding, WBHD is actively seeking 
solutions and is now formally requesting to include this bridge repair funding 
into the Leading Idaho Local Bridge (LILB) Program. This bridge repair is 
similar to the repairs to be performed this year on the nearby WBHD bridge 
(BK 29295) that is being funded in the LILB program.  

The estimated construction cost of repairs is $200,000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommendation: For Council review and approval of adding Bridge Key 
29230 to the LILB program for funding the repairs. 



 

 

  

IDAHO TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 

P.O. Box 7129  •  Boise, ID  83707-1129 

(208) 334-8000  •  itd.idaho.gov 

 

 
 

 

 

August 4, 2025 
 
White Bird Highway District 
P.O. Box 152 
White Bird, ID 83554 
 
RE:  Bridge Closure – Bridge Key 29230 
 

On July 1 2025, a routine inspection of Bridge Key 29230 was completed by ITD bridge inspection consultant Extreme 

Access (EA).  EA completed a Level II micro-resistance in-depth inspection of the timber members to check for decay.  

EA identified advanced internal decay (condition state 4) in the south abutment cap and most notable the piles 

(columns) near the ground line.  These findings are consistent with a corresponding National Bridge Inspection (NBI) 

condition rating of “Poor.”  This inspection finding triggered the need for further inspection follow-up to identify the 

extent of the decay in the substructure per ITD inspection protocols (Idaho Manual for Bridge Evaluation).  EA 

documented the encountered decay defect in accordance with ITD policy as a Critical Finding. A Critical Finding was 

signed and sent to Whitebird Highway District on July 10th.  Due to the severity of the concern, ITD consulted HMH 

Engineering to perform a follow-up quality special inspection (Level III micro-resistance drilling) on July 29th.  HMH has 

recommended dropping the substructure condition rating to a “3 Serious” based on additional focused drilling around 

the south abutment piles (columns).  

 

ITD consulted with Forsgren Associates to analyze the results of the micro-resistance drilling from EA and HMH’s 

inspection for safe vehicle carrying capacity.  The results indicate an inability for the bridge to safely support vehicle 

loads. 

 

 At this time all inspection and load rating checks have been completed.  The bridge is not safe to carry vehicular 

traffic.   In accordance with 23 CFR 650 subpart C, ITD directs Whitebird Highway District to fully and permanently 

close Bridge Key 29230 to vehicle traffic within 2 days.  The bridge may only be reopened once repairs are made.  

Please send pictures of the closure when barricades and signs are in place to Patty Fish (patty.fish@itd.idaho.gov).   

 
Sincerely,        
 
 
Alan Buehrig, P.E. 
Bridge Asset Management Engineer 
 
Cc:   Scott Wood (LHTAC); Amanda LaMott (LHTAC);  
         Laila Kral (LHTAC); Scott Hibbs (Inspection) 
 
BRIDGE INFORMATION: 
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