
Local Highway Technical Assistance Council 
3330 Grace Street, Boise, Idaho 83703     208-344-0565 
Virtual Meeting: Contact Nancy Ziebarth for the TEAMS link 

Meeting room is accessible for persons with disabilities.  If special accommodations to attend are required, please contact LHTAC.

Date: Wednesday, May 19, 2026 
Time: 10:00 a.m. (Mountain Time) 

VIRTUAL COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

Agenda Items Presenter 

Call to Order Chair 

Roll Call Chair 

LRHIP Emergency Application – Clearwater County Action Megan Kautz 

LILB Bid Justification Action Ken Kanownik 

Adjourn 

Disclaimer: 

*These items will only be voted on by the Executive Board Members 

This agenda is subject to change in accordance with the provisions of the Idaho Open Meeting Law. Items may be addressed in a different order 
than appear on this agenda. Individual items may be moved from one place on the agenda to another by the Council.  

1



LHTAC COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
March 19th, 2026 

Agenda Item: LRHIP Emergency Application 
Presenter:      Megan Kautz, P.E. 
Overview:        
 

There is one application from Clearwater County for review.   

A financial snapshot of the LRHIP Emergency balance is below: 

*LRHIP Emergency Balance 

2026 Available Funds  $ 200,000.00 

Previous Years’ Remaining 
Funds 

 $ 71,541.90 

Total available  $ 271,541.90 

 

*LRHIP Emergency fund capped at $800,000 at the beginning of the Fiscal Year. 

• Activity since last meeting: 

o Nez Perce County - $100,000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommendation: For Council Review 
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Clearwater County Road and Bridge

2200 Michigan ave, Orofino ID 83544

Don Gardner

208-476-4064 dgardner@clearwatercounty.org

Grangemont rd. 4.5 mile

111,740

100,000

X

Clearwater County Emergency Contingency Fund

X

X

11,740
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LRHIP Emergency Funds Application 
Page 2 

Please answer the following questions. Attach any explanations as necessary. Sign and date at bottom. 

10. Is this a paving project where an entire section of the roadway is damaged and needs to be reconstructed? 

__ Yes (Attach explanation) _2LNo 

11. Is this temporary work essential for traffic safety during an emergency? Ex: Raise roadway grades during a flood or 
slide) 

_x_ Yes (Attach explanation) __ No 

12. Is this funding needed for the replacement of culverts or other drainage assets due to an emergency? 

__ Yes (Attach explanation) _x_No 

13. Is this funding needed for detours related to an emergency? 

__ Yes (Attach explanation) _x_No 

14. Is this funding needed for permanent repairs? 

__ Yes (Attach explanation) _x_No 

15. Is this an application to match Federal funds or Emergency Relief funds? 

__ Yes (Attach explanation) _x_No 

16. Is this a multi-jurisdictional project? 

__ Yes (Attach name(s) of other financially participating Jurisdiction(s) and contributing amount) _x_No 

17. Provide amounts shown on your Annual Road & Street Financial Report on the following lines: 

Line 66 Closing Balance 

Line 67 Funds on Line 67 obligated for specific future projects 

Line 68 Funds on line 68 retained for general funds and operations 

Line 69 Ending Balance 

$ 1,370,384 

$ 385.268 

$ 985 566 

$0.00 

Attach the most recent copy of your Annual Road & Street Financial Report as submitted to the Controller's 
office. Submit with a signed copy of this application to MKautz@LHTAC.org. All requested attachments are 
required for the applications to be considered. 

Date: 4/28/2026 
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Description of the emergency needs for Clearwater County to temporarily fix Grangemont Road.  

 

March 13, 2026: 1.80 inches of rain fell and on March 14, 2026: 1.66 inches of rain fell for a total of 3.46 

inches of rain in 36 hours. This is an unprecedented amount of rain for this area and in such a short time. 

Many roads were damage. The most critical road in Clearwater County was Grangemont road at about 

4.5‐mile marker.  

March 25, 2026 the Governor of Idaho declared a state disaster that included Clearwater County. 

Grangemont Road is a major artery road for Clearwater County. It starts as Michigan ave in Orofino and 

connects to State Hwy 12 via a bridge over the Clearwater River. Once Michigan ave leaves Orofino city 

limits the name changes to Grangemont road that goes all the way to State Hwy 11 near Pierce Idaho. 

Grangemont road is critical for residents, school bus route, evacuation route and for commerce, 

primarily logging which is vital to the local economy.  

Because of the damage to Grangemont Road, the road is currently closed to all heavy loads, like 

semi/delivery trucks, equipment trucks and logging trucks.  This partial closure is necessary for safety 

and to protect the continuing deteriorating condition of the road. Additional information on the 

roadway condition is described below.  

There are two alternate routes for these prohibited heavy loads. This first route is a trucking route and 

can support all semi‐truck loads. This route heads north of the closed section of Grangemont rd. and 

travel to State Hwy 11, then turning right and traveling through Pierce and Weippe and follow State Hwy 

11 until it reaches State Hwy 12. This route adds a substantial 43 miles to the route, which has a heavy 

economic impact. 

The second route is a limited alternate route, taking Wells Bench road to Dent Bridge Road and down to 

Orofino.   Although this detour is not a significant increase to distance, this route is not recommended 

for uphill truck traffic due to the condition of Wells Bench Road and safety concerns on Dent Road. Wells 

Bench Road is not a trucking route. It is a narrow and windy residential road. The road was built as a 

logging road with bulldozers and no engineering. Up to 30% of the road is built across slopes that 

require Full Bench road construction where the whole surface of the road is cut out of the hillside and 

the fill material is removed. That did not happen and makes this Road unsafe and potentially unstable 

for continuous heavy truck traffic due to a substantial portion of the road surface placed on fill material 

that has no real anchor into the hillside. Many parts the road are too narrow for a truck and a car pass 

each other which creates additional safety concerns. The Dent bridge road is also narrow and windy in 

some areas, and the road is also in also in very poor shape. In 2027 it is scheduled for major repairs. 

Using the second alternate route will require a reduced volume of Semi‐trucks with shorter trailers and 

reduced weight on the route every day. It is not a viable option for the majority of the logging loads that 

previously utilized Grangemont Road. 

Grangemont Road is a major commercial route. The Clearwater County has been informed that the 

logging industry needs to move 28 million board feet of timber down Grangemont Road this season. 

That will require 5,957 truckloads to use Grangemont Road in the next few months. Without access to 

this route, this industry will be crippled, and impacts may affect up to approximately 600 employees. It 

is critical that this route be opened to truck traffic immediately to mitigate impacts to this critical 

industry.  If granted this emergency grant would allow the county to immediately open this route to 

heavy truck traffic by allowing traffic control measures to limit roadway travel to one lane.  These 

temporary traffic control measures would be in place until additional repairs can be completed on the 

damaged sections of roadway. 
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GRANGEMONT ROAD DAMAGE 

On the downhill lane side, the shoulder and ditch was washed out and pushed rocks over the road and 

plugged culverts. The ditch is now very deep with no protection for vehicles. 
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Measuring one of the voids under the road surface. 

 

Shoulder/Ditch loss 
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The start of the downhill lane washout is at Latitude: 46.534314°  Longitude:  ‐116.164142° 

The end of the downhill lane washout is at Latitude: 46.530826°  Longitude:  ‐116.168871° 

On the downhill lane side there is a 680‐yard‐long washout that averages two feet up to six feet deep 

and is unsafe.                                                                                                                                                                                                 

On the uphill lane side, the road has been undercut in many places. Some measurements through cracks 

in the road exposed a three foot void under the road surface. For this reason, the road has been closed 

to all heavy loads. 

Our goal is to do an emergency fix on the downhill lane side of the road and then open one lane 

(downhill lane) for all traffic using temporary traffic lights to control movement.  

To make the downhill lane side safe we need to clean out the culverts, fill in the 680 yard ditch, patch 

parts of the asphalt and fill the voids under the road base. This will be done by Clearwater County Road 

and Bridge department.  

Once done we will need to rent temporary traffic lights and maintain the one lane road traffic until we 

can fix the uphill side of the road. This will greatly help the logging industry, residents, School busses, 

campers and tourist.   

 

Estimate cost includes labor, equipment, and materials. 

2 Culvert cleanout. $12,640 

Fill material for the downhill lane ditch $38,850 

Ditch roller $ 2,450 

Asphalt patch $11,570 

Concrete void fill $16,230   

Rental of traffic control lights for 2 months $30,000 

Total estimate $111,740 

 

It is unknown how long we will need the traffic control lights. The need will be based on the final repair 

of Grangemont rd. when both lanes will be open. We do have an initial estimate of $2,289,750 from JUB 

Engineers for the cost to repair the road. We are seeking funds and scheduling for the final repair but 

are unsure when that would be. Clearwater County is seeking federal emergency funding for this repair, 

however funding will not be available for months. 

The logging industry is the backbone of Clearwater County Commerce, our local residents and tourists 

need this road to access their homes, jobs, and recreation opportunities in Clearwater County. It is Vital 

to our economy and transportation infrastructure that this road be opened to loaded truck traffic as 

soon as possible.    
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